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E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: CASC, GT, PFOR, SHUM (SURVIL, BERNARD ANTHONY) 

SUB J : ALLEGED MISTREATMENT OF US CITIZEN PRIEST 

REF: (A) SAN SALVADOR 869 (B) GUATEMALA 1 141 

1 . WITH RESPECT TO ALLEGED MISTREATMENT OF FATHER SURVIL 
(REFTEL A), WE WOULD NOTE FOR THE RECORD THAT IN HIS FOUR 
CONTACTS WITH CONSULAR OFFICER DURING HIS DETENTION HERE 
IN GUATEMALA, SURVIL AT NO TIME MENTIONED THAT HE HAD BEEN 
MISTREATED EITHER IN EL SALVADOR OR IN GUATEMALA. MORE- 
OVER, HE BORE NO VISIBLE SIGNS OF ILLTREATMENT. THIS IS 

IN MARKED CONTRAST TO BELGIAN PRIEST WHO WAS ALSO EXPELLED 
INTO GUATEMALA FROM EL SALVADOR, WHO HAD BANDAGE OVER ONE 
EYE AS RESULT OF IRRITATION CAUSED BY OVERLY TIGHT BLIND- 
FOLDING WHILE IN EL SALVADOR. BELGIAN PRIEST ALSO SUFFERED 
OTHER MISTREATMENT SUCH AS BEING TIED TO BED FOR TWENTY 
FOUR HOURS. 

2. WHILE EMBASSY RAISED UNFORTUNATE GOG HANDLING OF SURVIL 
CASE WITH VICE FOREIGN MINISTER (REFTEL B), TREATMENT 

HE RECEIVED IN JAIL IN GUATEMALA WAS CERTAINLY NOT 
HARSH, AND SPECIFIC INSTRUCTIONS WERE GIVEN IN PRESENCE 
OF EMBASSY CONSULAR OFFICER THAT SURVIL SHOULD BE GIVEN 
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GOOD TREATMENT. MOREOVER, CONSULAR ACCESS WAS FREQUENT 
AND EASY. 

BOSTER 
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